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CFSVA Meeting Outcomes and Current Issues February 2012
Below are the meeting outcomes and current activities  for February 2012 - for distribution to all CFS Volunteers. 
Award Presentations

It was great to see our former President, Mr Ken Schutz AFSM receive an Emergency Services Medal from the Hon Jennifer Rankine, Minister for Emergency Services in December last year. Ken worked very hard for the CFSVA over ten years, and certainly deserved such recognition. Ian Teakle DGO from Wattle Range Group and Grant Fensom Captain of Port MacDonnell Brigade were also worthy recipients of the Emergency Services Medal.

In addition, we were pleased to see two volunteers receive the Australian Fire Service Medal in the Australia Day Awards. These were Ms Sue Mickan, DGO from the Coorong Group and Mr Terry Beeston, former GO of the East Torrens Group. Both are outstanding volunteers and we congratulate them on their award. Sue is only the second female CFS volunteer to receive the AFSM, the first being Ms Julie Patterson in 2000. Congratulations to all those award recipients. 
CFSVA Policy Development and Forum on Fire Service Models

The CFSVA is developing an extensive policy document for use in the lead up to the next state election in March 2014. These policies or "position papers' will be workshopped on Sunday March 25.

In addition the Association will host a Discussion Forum to look at the different fire service models around Australia and what works best for volunteers. Here in South Australia we have two "stand alone" fire services which seems to work quite well, coming together operationally at incidents to provide a seamless service. Other states such as Western Australia and Queensland have a one fire service model. Victoria has an "integrated" model with a predominantly volunteer service supplemented by paid firefighters, as well as a metropolitan service which is separate.

From time to time governments like to make structural changes, usually for  perceived cost saving reasons, or as a result of an Inquiry. In order to assist CFS volunteers to have a clear picture of what sort of model works best for volunteers, we will be inviting members of interstate fire services to make short presentations at the Forum, explaining their models, then open up the Forum for questions and discussion.

It is only by taking steps to inform ourselves of the advantages and disadvantages of the different models that we will be able to make an informed decision if and when there are future proposals for a different kind of fire service model in South Australia.

This Forum will be held at Salisbury Station, 156 Commercial Rd Salisbury on Saturday March 24 from 1pm to 4pm. All are welcome but RSVPs will be necessary as numbers will be limited. Please email wendy.shirley@cfsva.org.au or ring 8244 6500 if you would like to attend what we hope will be a lively discussion.
Reducing the speed limit past emergencies
The CFSVA has been lobbying the government for some years for a reduction in the speed limit past emergencies flashing red and blue lights. All Associations and Unions that have members who attend emergencies covered by the current 40 kph speed limit are supporting a reduction to 25 kph. This will bring us in line with school buses, school crossings, road workers and building workers who work adjacent to roadways.

A submission was made to the to the Select Committee Road Traffic Act Amendment on December 20 last year. All four parties to the submission, the CFSVA , the SESVA, the UFU and the Ambulance Employees Association,  appeared before the committee. In addition submissions were made by CFS / SES, the MFS, the Police Association and SAFECOM, all in favour of the reduction to the speed limit.

Against us were SAPOL management and  DTEI. The RAA also are against a simple reduction in the limit without a community education campaign (which we have asked for in our submission) and some improvement to the way in which we can alert the public of an incident ahead.

This matter will come to parliament early in the new sitting period. 
SACAD
There have been a number of issues identified since SACAD was implemented some eleven weeks ago. These issues were documented at meetings held in January and a delegation of volunteers are working through those issues. If you would like a copy of the Issues document please contact CFSVA State Office at wendy.shirley@cfsva.org.au

Police Credit Union
The Association has been working with the Police Credit Union to provide a beneficial membership package for CFS and SES volunteers and staff. The Association has now moved our accounts to the PCU
In addition to the benefits offered to individuals, brigade and group accounts, there is also a special advantage to assist the CFS Foundation. All fixed term deposits will attract a .25% donation to the Foundation. For example, if a brigade or member deposits $10,000  into such a deposit, not only will that account attract an extra .15% interest on top of the current rates, but the Foundation will receive a .25% interest payment to assist the projects they are running. This will give the Foundation a cash flow provided by groups and brigades (and individuals) invested funds.
A new website at sescfs-advantage.com.au  is now online to give more information.
Salvation Army Wills Information Kit
The Salvation Army offers a wills information kit, and has offered it as a service to CFS Volunteers. This is not a wills preparation kit, such as we see advertised on television, but more of a tool to help people gather the right information to prepare for a will. It stresses the need for a will, and who you could go and see about preparing one (solicitor, public trustee etc). Information is available on our website at www.cfsva.org.au
National Parks Passes

This year's passes were due to expire on March 31. We have asked DENR for an extension to June 30 this year. This means that the Pass you now hold will allow you free entry (or discounts for some commercial sites) into the states national parks until that date. Applications for the new pass for the next twelve months will open on April 1 this year.
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